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Fer Friends’ Review. 
THE LAST DAYS. 


I, 

What is eventually to be the condition of 
the world is foretold, in nearly the same lan- 
guage, by the prophets Isaiah and Micah. 
They assure us that it “Shall come to pass in 
the last days that the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the 
hills, and all nations shall flow unto it. And 
many people shall go and say, Come ye and 


let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 


to the house of the God of Jacob; and He 
will teach us of His ways, and we will walk 
in His paths; for out of Zion shall go forth 
the law, and the word of the Lord from Jeru- 
salem.” To complete this beautiful picture, 
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PHILADELPHIA, 


|into pruning hoo 
~ | lift up sword against nation, nor learn war 


/many people 
and unholy work of human butchery. The 
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| But while sin abounds, much must be done 
|to prepare the people for the enjoyment of 
| this perfect condition. The prophets inform 
us what must be removed out of the way be- 
fore the nations will be prepared to flow unto 
the Lord’s holy mountain. Men “ must beat 
their swords into pees and their spears 
; nation must no longer 


any more.” But while men are waiting for 
the Lord to do this part of the work, He is 
judging umong the nations and rebuking 

for their continued sinfulness 


words of the prophecy clearly assure us that 
the consummation of this happy period will 
not arrive while the people sanction and the 
nations continue the practice of this heathen 


| abomination. 


A vague and delusive idea seems to rest on 
the minds of Christians in regard to war. 


ss; | While alive to the existence, and earnestly 


combating other great evils, they seem to be 


"| afraid to touch that of war. They deplore 
| the evil, and many can sincerely “ pray God 
|to hasten the day when the butchering of His 
children shall end,” yet seem to be entirely 


unconscious of its being their own work ; for 
how can God hasten the day while professing 
Christians persist in continuing this work of 
human butchery. While Christians are look- 
ing for the millennium to abolish war, the 
words of the prophecy assure us that the mil- 
lennium will never come until war is removed 
out of the way; and it is Christianity that 
must do this, but a purer Christianity than 
now prevails, 

Notwithstanding the increased spirituality, 
and high professions of holiness, Christianity 
is yet the main support and bulwark of war. 
And why? Because Christians do not live 
up to their profession. While professing to 


| be the servants of the Prince of Peace, and 


Micah adds, “ They shall sit every man under | subject to His laws, they disobey His com- 
his vine and under his fig tree; and none| mands, and attempt to serve two masters. 


shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the! 


Lord hath spoken it.” 


While admitting that Christianity will event- 
ually abolish war, they seem to think that 
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the world is not ready for it yet. Christian | that may have first led them to look tu Jesus, 
nations cannot yet get along without war, and| the Prince of Peace, for pardon—not to the 
Christians must uphold them in doing the| joyous song of angels portraying the glorious 
devil’s work yet awhile longer. |}commencement of the last days—but to the 

Dymond says: “‘ Whatever the principles hateful sound of fife and drum, with fixed bayo- 
of Christianity will require hereafter, they | nets, to the work of mutual slaughter? And 


require now. Christianity, with its present 
principles and obligations, is to produce uni- 
versal peace.” 
dience to that same Gospel which we are told 
sanctions slaughter, will be the means, and 
the only means, of exterminating slaughter 
from the world. It is not from an alteration 
of Christianity, but from an assimilation of 
Christians to its nature, that we are to hope. 
It is because we violate the principles of our 
religion, because we are not what they require 
us to be, that wars are continued. If we will 
not be peaceable, let us then, at least, be hon- 


est, and acknowledge that we continue to| 
slaughter one another, not because Chris- | 


tianity permits it, but because we reject her 
laws.” 


How mournful the contemplation of Chris- 


tian slaughters of the past, and how sad the| 


reflection that Christianity interposes no bar- 
rier to Christian slaughter in the future. 

In an address before the American Peace 
Society in 1861, by Elihu Burritt, he says: 

“To my mind, one of the most painful 
phases of the conflict in our country is the 
attitude of Christian churches in the two sec 
tions toward each other. In the great revival 


in 1857, the lightning fingers of the tele-| 
graph, now busy with the plans and doings | 


of war, transmitted intelligence of noon-day 
ee in the various towns and vil- 
ages of the Union, and of the conversion of 
tens of thousands among all classes of the 
people. Now thousands of those converts, 
fresh from the affecting memorials of the sac- 
rament-table, are marching toward each 
other, not to the music of that hymn sang by 
their Saviour and his disciples on the Mount 
of Olives; but to the sound of the fife and 
drum, with fixed bayonets, to the work of 
mutual slaughter. And the churches to 
which they belong are cheering them on, and 
praying for their triumph. How sad, how 
sickening is all this! Is Christ divided? Are 
His teachings, His spirit, and His life suscep- 
tible of such antagonisms as these? Until those | 


“A more perfect obe- | 





will the churches to which they have united 
cheer them on, and pray for their triumph? 
Have we any evidence leading to a different 
conclusion? Have the churches made any 
advance in this respect since 1861? We fear 
not, and therefore cannot expect those who 
unite with them, and look to their members 
for example and instruction, to see clearer, or 
take higher ground than their teachers. 

Christians of tbe first few centuries believed 
that the last days had then come. They saw 
clearly that the Gospel forbids all war and 
fighting, and they were faithful to their con- 
victions, and believed that in them the pro- 
phecy in regard to war was fulfilled. Says 
Justin Martyr: “That the prophecy is ful- 
filled, you have good reason to believe, for 
we, who in times past killed one another, do 
not now fight with our enemies.” 

The prophecy is also fulfilled to thousands 
in the present day, who live up to the re- 
quirements of the Gospel, and do not fight 
with their enemies. But are these doing their 
duty? While keeping themselves clear from 
the blood of this pollution, what are they 
doing to withdraw their brethren from par- 
ticipating in the foul iniquity? A heavy re- 
sponsibility rests upon these who so clearly 
see the evil, and are very careful to keep 
themselves clear from participating in it, yet 
are doing nothing toward enlightening their 
brethren. 

“ Every one,” says Thomas T. Stone, “ can 
exert an influence against war, and every oue 
can seek enlarged influence. Neglecting this, 
each must endure the torturing reflection, ‘I 
saw my country seizing the weapons of de- 
structive hostility; I reached not out a hand 
to arrest their descent.’ Do you not see this 
guilt extensively diffused? Say not, ‘It is 
in the magistrate, or in the soldier.’ It is in 
you, it is in myself, so long as by our apathy 
a tacit conspiracy is going forward against 
the virtue, the lives of millions.” 

The evangelists are doing well their part in 
gathering the lost sheep into the fold ; but are 


who profess to be actuated by the Spirit,| the shepherds to whom they are entrusted as 
and live by the rules of Christian faith, shall | faithful in instructing them in ad/ the duties 
be enlightened to see that it excludes them| of life? They cannot be unless they show 
from all participation in war, we shall see, | them the requirements of the whole Gospel. 
when the trial comes, just such a scene as the| They have come out of the world and entered 
country now presents.” upon a new life, servants of a new Master, 


Another revival, of much greater magni- 
tude and extent, is now prevailing in our 
land. If “the trial comes,” will the thou- 
sands of these new converts be found march- 
ing, not to the music of the spiritual hymns| 


and subject to new laws, and look up to their 
new teachers for guidance; and when these 
fail to show them that love to God and love 
to man is the foundation of the new laws by 
which they are to be governed, and while they 
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require this love, they forbid all violence, | creature should praise God in his soul, in his 
hatred and revenge, and without these war|spirit, in the very hearing of the sound of 
cannot exist, they fail in the performance or| this glorious Gospel, or make a joyful melody; 
their duty. the minister of the Spirit, which preaches the 
The great lack in Christian instruction is,| glorious Gospel, cannot judge such for that, 
that war is not placed in connection with) and say it is a confused noise; for that is the 
other evils to be avoided; that it is not re-| minister of the letter that so judges, who may 
ferred to as a custom which the Gospel ex-| gather up parcels of the letter, and make a 
pressly forbids. But instead of being con-! song of that, or preachment of that, to which 
demned, “The great misfortune is,” says) the Gospel-ministry of the Spirit is the savour 
William A. Alcott, “that we are trained to | of death unto death, and of life unto life. 
war from the first dawn of infancy to the} And concerning praying in the Spirit; 
close of life.” J.S.W. | which Spirit makes intercession to God, with 
Bs rae sighs and groans that cannot be uttered. Now 
when this Spirit is prayed in (which all true 
GEORGE FOX ON WORSHIP. prayer is to be in) it makes intercession 
7 through the vails, through the clouds and 
[So much interest bas been elicited by the | thick darkness, by the Invisible Power to the 
extracts from this epistle, as lately cited upon | Invisible God; and this prayer being made 
our pages, that we comply with the request of a|in an assembly to the throne of grace, and 
correspondent, to republish the whole; as| there the assembly (in their spirits), joins in 
copied by the latter from the edition of 1698.| this Spirit and does make intercession, and 
—Ed. Friends’ Review.] does enter through the vails, clouds and 
All Friends that are in the power of| thick darkness to the throne of grace; and 
God, and in His Spirit; through this| if some of these should praise God in a joyful 
Spirit you pray unto God, and ask in| sound, with their souls and spirits, can he that 
the name of Christ Jesus (which all true prays in the Sprrit, and makes intercession 
prayers are to be in), and the true sing-| therein, judge them that groans in the Spirit 
ing and rejoicing is to be in the Spirit, and| and feels the intercession to the throne of 
the true preaching and ministry is to be in the | grace? No, he cannot; for he feels a unity 
Spirit ; for the saints were made able ministers | in the Spirit, and set case (suppose) that some 
of the Spirit, and not of the /etter. 'do groan and sigh when another is praying 
Now when a minister, in the Spirit of the|in the Spirit that makes the intercession 
living God, does minister spiritual and easy in the invisible Spirit, to the invisible 
heavenly things, and they that receives them God, and throne of His grace; which the 
receives them with joy in the assembly;| Spirit of God, operating in the assembly, 
now he that isa minister of the Spirit, and makes some to sigh and groan, being sensible 
ministers spiritual things, if they that re-| of their wants; and the power has awakened 
ceive them, receive them in sincerity, with joy | such; therefore, can any judge such that 
and gladness, and rejoice in the receiving of| prays in the power and Spirit, that has 
them, whilst the other is ministering of| awakened them? 
them, he that is a minister of the Spirit does} Nay, but hears them, and is glad when it 
not judgesuch; but rejoices in them that does| stirs; and so having the mind of the Lord, 
receive them, and praises God for the same. | and makes intercession to Him by His Spirit, 
And so likewise they that do sing in the) who hears the sighs of the needy and the 
Spirit, does reach to the Spirit in others, | groans of the oppressed, he cannot judge such ; 
whereby they have a sense that it proceedeth | and, therefore, they that do judge such sigh- 
from the Spirit; for at the hearing of| ers, prayers, and such who make a joyful 
the speech of the true minister, there is joy to melody, (from the Word dwelling in their 
all that seek and thirst after righteousness; | hearts) they who judge such are not in the 
for the preaching the Gospel is the glad) Spirit that makes intercession ; and that which 
tidings, the joyful news, and is a comfort both is contrary is to be reproved and admonished 
to soul, body, and spirit, to all that receive it|in private by them that are in the Spirit of 
in integrity and sincerity, and they cannot but | (fod, lest they pluck up the wheat and tares 
rejoice at the sound of the power where it is| together and makea confusion in the church; 
received ; and they that preaches in this can-| for God is not the author of confusion, but of 
not judge such as rejoices in the Spirit and | peace and good order. But tha’ spirit which 
power, and in their souls praises God when | 1s high and lofty, and can form a praise by 
they hear the sound of it. words, and pray in his own spirit will 
Oh the everlasting Gospel, the everlasting | judge such sighing, groaning, praising and 
power of God, which is liberty, where this is| singing as before; but that exalted spirit is to 
heard, (the sound of it) which is the liberty | be cut down with the sword of the Spirit: For 
to the Spirit, to the soul, to the creature; if a|if any should sigh, or groan, or rejoice, or 
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make a joyful sound, when another is praying 
in the Spirit of God, and ministering in the 
Spirit, spiritual things; this the spirit of 
error cannot bear, but swells and breaks out 
into confusion and disorder, which, (as I said 
before), is to be cut down with the sword of 
the Spirit; for he denies the effect of true 
prayer, and the Spirit of prayer which makes 
intercession, who hath, or would have, no feel- 
ing of the effects of true prayer, but that 


which is formal and in the imitation, that | 


makes many to groan and sigh which is bur- 
dened with that Spirit; yea, many tender 
ones. And, therefore, all is to keep low be- 
fore the Lord in the humility, in the Spirit, 
and power; out of the imagination, imitation 
and self-exaltation. And so keep in the unity 
of the Spirit, which is the bond of peace; yea, 
the bond of the Prince of Princes Peace; 
here the Gospel of peace is known, and the 
Peace of God, which passes all understand- 
ing ; which is the King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords, and Prince of Princes Peace, who 
saith, “In me you have peace; and all is 
bound by the Spirit of God to keep his peace ; 
and all his believers, and faithful ones, and 
true Christians, are bound to keep it amongst 
themselves and in all their assemblies (His 
church) which he is the Head of. G. F.” 


Worcester Gaol, the 14th of Ninth month, 1674. 


THE QUERIES FOR MINISTERS AND 
ELDERS. 


At the Representative Meeting of New 
York Friends, held in Twelfth mo., 1875, 
there were present thirty-four members. 

The first question brought before it was 
“whether it was prepared to recommend the 
adoption of any part of the proposition refer- 
red to it by the Yearly Meeting.” It was 
urged by some that the Yearly Meeting, in 
referring the subject, did not expect the Rep- 
resentative Meeting to set aside the proposition, 
but to consider, and report its views upon the 
Queries ; and hence it would not be proper to 
report against the whole proposition. 

After full opportunity was given to discuss 
thesubject, it appeared that ten of the members 
present expressed their views to the effect that 
no Queries should be adopted as proposed. 
Two members expressed no opinion. The 
members from one Quarterly Meeting deliv- 
ered a message from a meeting of the minis- 
ters and elders of that Q. M. (thirty in num- 
ber), saying that “they were unanimously 
opposed to the whole proposition.” One Quar- 
terly Meeting was not represented. 

All the other members present either ap- 
proved the proposition, or, without approving, 
thought it the duly of the Representative Meet- 
ing to take up and express its opinions upon 
the Queries. 


REVIEW. 


_ After hearing these views, one of the mem- 
bers, who had been strongly in favor of the whole 
proposition, said, that “after what had been 
expressed it was evident that the meeting was 
/not sufficiently united upon the proposition, 
and he proposed that a report to that effect 
should be made tothe Yearly Meeting.” 
Other friends of the measure thought the 
Friend should not take so discouraging a 
view, and urged that the Representative 
Meeting was a committee only, and should act 


according to the views of a majority of its mem- 
bers, and not, as in other business meetings of 
Friends, refrain from action when great ob- 
jection was expressed, irrespective of numbers. 
After hearing all who wished to be heard, 
_the clerk decided that it was “the prevailing 
ing that the Queries be 


opinion ” of the meet 
taken up and conside 

The Queries were then taken up separately, 
and some of them were materially altered. 
Some of the members who opposed the whole 
| proposition, nevertheless took part in sug- 
| gesting alterations, but most of them refrained 
‘from further discussion. The subject was 
then referred to the next meeting. 

These facts appear to have given the im- 
pression that there was an almost unanimous 
conclusion in favor of the proposition, which 
was very far from correct. 


BENJAMIN TATHAM. 
New York, First mo. 12th, 1876. 


For Friends’ Review. 
REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAY. 

How many Christians there are who walk 
in the shade of their own afflictions, instead 
of dwelling under the “shadow of the Al- 
mighty.” Consoling themselves under all 
circumstances with the assertion that “ many 
are the afflictions of the righteous,” and en- 
graving the same on their solemn faces, they 
forget the gladness they might win in ex- 
periencing the deliverance proffered in the re- 
maining clause. Reading that “ blessed are 
they that mourn,” as if the promised bliss 
were a result of the mourning, they miss all 
their lives the blessing that might be their 
own, if they would only “ be comforted.” 

Did the Apostle mean that he gloried be- 
cause he had tribulation; or that he rejoiced 
continually, even though affliction fell to his 
lot as a mortal? And if he rejoiced through 
years of more exquisite tribulation than 
Christians now often, if ever, experience, how 
much more ought we to accept the “be of 
good cheer” of the Saviour, crowning our 
lives with the peace of His Spirit, and our 
falling asleep with an echo of “ finally, breth- 
rep, rejoice in the Lord.” 

Did our Saviour mean that we were to bear 
more burdens still, in His loving invitation 











FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 373 


| 

to “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are|or support the ministry, but it may and must 
heavy Jaden, and I will give you rest, for my | recognize the moral, socia], worldly side of 
yoke is easy and my burden is light?” If so, | Christianity as the common law of the land, 
then what a mockery is the promised rest. | having its roots in the wants, necessities, and 
I think he meant to say, Come and give Me duties of men, families, and communities, and 
your burdens ; my own is not so heavy but I | holding place among those natural interests 
can carry yours. That which causes you to| which it is the object of wise and just govern- 
be so heavily laden is light to Me. Does the| ment to protect. This discovery, logically 
“much tribulation” out of which the Saints | applied, will solve the question of Christian 
have come, mean a continual affliction? I) teachings in our public schools. 

would rather think the trials here spoken of| The Seventeenth Report of the New York 
are those which they experienced before their | Sabbath Committee carefully discriminates 
adoption into the family of Christ, and their | between the ecclesiastical and secular side of 
robes are “washed and made white in the|the Sabbath. They say: “In accordance 
blood of the Lamb,” not because they con-| with the principles of religious liberty and the 
tinued in affliction, but because they came | separation of Church and State, so firmly held 


up out of the “great tribulation,” into the| in this country, the civil government does not 


ae the Son of God. 
Ought not the rejoicing with the angels of 
God over our repentance to leave an echo of 
perpetual joy in our own hearts? For we do| 
not read that their gladness is exhausted in a/| 
moment; hence, we might believe that it goes | 
on forever and forever; and the “new song” | 
in which we shall join may only be a con-| 
— of that burst of joy at our own new) 
irth, 

“Is any among you afflicted? let him| 
pray.” Shall we pray for continued afflic- | 
tion? Or with the Psalmist shall we implore | 
the Father to “make us glad?” How we| 
underrate the power of Him who “satisfieth | 
the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul | 
with gladness,’ and who left a legacy of 
peace to those who believe it. 

Did not the Sun of righteousness arise to 
dispel the clouds from our sky, and to dry up| 
the tears of our affliction? And if our con- 
versation or citizenship is in heaven, let us 
break the bread of a sanctified gladness in a 
sorrowing world, diffusing about us the sun-| 
light of our souls, borrowed from the shining 
face of Him, of whom the prophet spake 
when he said, “Surely He hath borne our 
griefs and carried our sorrows.” Therefore, | 
“let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice 
before the Lord, yea, let them exceedingly 
rejoice,” EvizaBeTH GRINNELL. 

Wichita Agency, Indian Territory, Figst mo. 1st, 1876. 

From The Baptist Union. 
SECULAR SABBATH. 

Jurists and statesmen argue that the Sab- 
bath is both secular and religious. They dis- 
cern a fact of far-reaching import, that the 
Sabbath has secular, social, and political, as | 


attempt to enforce the observance of Sunday 
as a religious institution, but leaves every 
man free to use or neglect it as he will. Asa 
civil institution it has been recognized and 
maintained by law from the commencement 
of our history, and in every State of the 
Union. Even in the newer States of the 
West, laws for the protection of the Sabbath 
are among the earliest found upon the statute 
books.” 

The attempt to open the theatres in New 
York called out emphatic protests from all 
classes of society, except the looser sort, and 
those expecting to make money by the outrage, 


all recognizing the secular, social value of 


the Sabbath. 

Bishop McCloskey said to his Catholic con- 
gregation, “I cannot endorse our Sunday 
concerts as they are now carried on. I be 
lieve them to be injurious to the rising gene- 
ration, hostile to the church, and antagonis- 
tic to ghe aims and ends of religious morality 
and spiritual progress.” 

Dr. McGlynn, a prominent Roman Catho- 
lic clergyman, said, “In France, Sunday is 
more a tiresome holiday than a day of rest. 

The Sabbath I have always re- 
garded as a great social conservator in this 
country. The regard in which Sunday has 
been cherished by the English-speaking na- 


‘tions, has had much to do with their keen 


sense of decorum and efficient social organiza- 
tion.” 

Dr. H. C. Potter, Episcopalian, said, “I 
should regret the opening of places of amuse- 


'menton Sunday (a) asan injustice to those who 


are engayed in them, and who are as much en- 
titled to one unbroken day of rest as any 
other class of persons in the community ; (b) 
as an injustice to those whose worship hours 


Well as religious value, and may be recog-| may be disturbed by them, and who have a 
nized and enforced by the civil powers on right to such worship without distraction or 
that account. The same principle holds good | interruption. Leaving out of view 
In respect to the whole moral aspect of Chris- entirely any especially sacred or religious 
tianity. The civil power may not compel |conception of the day, it will not be denied 
people to subscribe to a creed, offer worship, | that it is an immense advantage both to body 


ee 
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and mind to turn them off sharply and com- | 
pletely, at stated intervals, from the track of 
wonted occupations. But to do this, the occu- 
pations, the duties, the amusements of Sunday 
should not be those of the week.” 

The Tribune, Herald, Times, Post, Mail, 
Advertiser, Journal of Commerce, Tablet, 
Catholic Review, took the same position, and 
denounced the conver-ion of the Sabbath into | 
a day of amusement, in vigorous language. 
The subject was brought befure Judge Daly 
(a Catholic), in legal form, and after ex- 
tended argument by counsel, he gave a de- 
cision clearly defining the Sabbath to be a 
civil as well as a religious institution, and a 
necessary conservator of order and civiliza- 
tion. He said, “It is argued, that in the 
majority of Christian countries public the 
atrical performances are permitted on Sun- 
day, to which I may add, that in many or 
most of those countries, after a certain hour, 
shops are also allowed to be opened, and all 
servile employments carried on the same as 
upon any other day of the week. In nearly 
all the States of this Union, however, as well 
as in the country from which our institutions 
are derived, no such practice exists, for Sun- 
day is regarded not alone as a day of religious 
observance, but also as a day of rest. ‘It is 
a mistake,’ says Bishop, ‘to suppose that Sab- 
bath-keeping is a thing merely of religious 
observance, or es specially a tenet of some par- 
ticular sect. On the contrary,’ he remarks, 


‘the setting apart, by the whole community, 
of one day in seven, wherein the thoughts of 
men and the physical activities shall be turned 
into another than their accustomed channels, 
is a thing pertaining as much to the law of 
nature as is the intervening of the nights 


between the days.’ (Bis hop on ‘Crinfinal 
Law.’ Vol. I., p. 946, 4th Ed.) We have 
statutes in this State forbidding any servile 
laboring or working on that day, excepting 
works of necessity or charity, unless done by 
those who keep Saturday as their Sabbath, 
forbidding the sale of goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, and forbidding many things from 
being done which would otherwise be harm- 
less, such as shooting, hunting, fishing, etc., 
etc. (‘1 Rev. Statutes,’ pp. 675, 676). And 
like sta‘ utes exist in other States and in Great | 
Britain.” 

The civil basis for enforcing cessation from | 
labor, excursions, and sports on the Sabbath, 
is invulnerable. All sensible and well-he- | 
having men agree with the President of the | 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers who, | 
in his annual address at Philadelphia, earn- 
estly urges that Sunday traffic on railroads | 
ought to cease, and the operatives, as a mere 
matter of health and morals, be allowed to 
rest. 


The Report of the Maryland Sabbath Asso- 
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ciation states the case clearly in the following 
words: “Sunday,as aday of general suspension 
of labor, is an established fact in our country ; 
and as such, it is not likety to he overthrown. 
The great question is, How shall it be oceu 
pied? So as to render it a blessing? ora curse? 
Shall it be a weekly recurrence of refreshing, 
invigorating, moralizing respite from earthly 
toil, care, and excitement, affording opportu- 
nity to all, even the humblest laborer, to 
share its sacred and social privileges—or a day 
when the populace, turned loose from even 
the regulating influences of week-day employ- 
ment, but inspired with no interest beyond 
animal p'easure, shall yield themselves easy 
victims to those who for selfish ends would 
allure them to dissipating habits, exhausting 
their means and energies, and leading to 
crime, destitution, and ruin?” 


-_ ——~ 


FROM THE ENGLISH WESLEYAN CON- 
FERENCE ADDRESS FOR 1875 


Ministerial Dependence on the Holy Spirit. 


“We are not unmindful of the necessity of 
personal holiness in order to extensive minis- 
terial usefulness, and the deep anxiety of our 
souls is, that we may exemplify in our daily 
lives, and in our pastoral intercourse with 
you, the power of the truth which we preach; 
that thus we may be ‘ ensamples to the flock.’ 
With regard to the great subject of our 
ministry, it is as it ever was—we have noth- 
ing new. The preaching of ‘ Christ crucified’ 
we believe to be the best method of meeting 
the characteristics of this spiritually- -restless 
and strangely-distracted time ; the only means 
of bringing lost sinners to God, and the most 
effectual way to build up the Church. We 
would, therefore, in every sermon, lift up the 
cross ; and we would do this after the manner 
of our fathers. Our wish is to emulate the 
simplicity, fidelity, and zeal of the early 
Methodist preachers; and that, not to extend 
a sect, but to promote the glory of Christ in 
the salvation of men. But ‘ who is sufficient 
for these things? Never let us forget that all 
success depends upon God ; and that we can 
obtain that success only as we are ‘instant in 
prayer,’ and deeply experienced in Divine 
and heavenly things. It is a truth which we 
| cannot too frequently impress upon our own 
| hearts, and upon yours, that the recovery of 
souls, and the edification of saints, are the 
‘sole and glorious work of the ‘ Eternal Spirit.’ 
| We ask you, then, to join us in more earnestly 


| and perseveringly supplicating the effusion of 


His influence upon our congregations, our 
country, and the world, that ‘the Word of 


the Lord may have free course, and be glori- 
fied. ’9)9 
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From The [London) Christian. 


MOODY AND SANKEY IN PHILADELPHIA. 





The following telegram, dated Philadel- 
phia, Dec. 20, appeared in the [London] 
Times :-— 

“ Messrs. Moody and Sankey began the 
fifth week of their services here yesterday, and 
prayer was offered by Bishop Simpson. Pres- 
ident Grant, the members of the Cabinet, the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, the Governors 
of Pennsylvania and the other States, several 
distinguished senators and members of the 
House of Representatives, as well as many 
prominent citizens, including the historian 
Mr. Bancroft, were present. Many eminent 
divines have attended from day to day, in- 
cluding Drs. Hodge, M’Cosh, and M‘Closkey 
of Princeton. The hall in which the services 
have been held is the largest on the American 
Continent, seating over 10,000 persons; but 
its capabilities have often been taxed to the 
utmost. The interest displayed was unprece- 
dented, and the inquiry-rooms have been 
crowded.” 

Many of our readers will remember the in- 
terest that was wont to gather around the 
noon prayer meetings in Exeter Hall, the 
Opera House and Victoria Theatre, especially 
those devoted to reports of the Lord’s doings. 
This feature appears by the reports to charac- 
terize the meetings in America. 

Making allowance for a vein of exaggera- 

tion that seems, very largely, to enter into 
American reporting, the following graphic 
sketch of one of the noon-meetings in a Phila- 
delphia paper will be read with interest. As 
will be seen, the subject of prayer was the 
prevalence of drunkenness :— 
_ The great majority of all those gathered 
in the Depot Tabernacle yesterday afternoon 
Were as sad-faced and tearful-eyed a collection 
of humanity as it would be possible to assem- 
ble in one place. Those who had not directly 
suffered by intemperance grew at once into 
sympathy with the hundreds about them, 
whose heavy sighs told the stories of unuttera- 
ble anguish, and this influence increased until 
& cloud of terrible depression seemed to hang 
over the entire congregation. 

Every class of society was represented in 
this throng united so closely by such painful 
bonds. Close to the half-starved, long-abused, 
yet faithful wite of some besotted brute was 
seated the child of fortune and culture—child 
no more, but an old, old woman, whose only 
son, still in bis youth, had fallen almost to 
the lowest depths of degradation. Near her 
was a man, every lineament of whose features 
Was some index of nobility of soul and rare 
talents, but whose threadbare coat and sunken 


cheeks betrayed to all gazers the lifelong victim | 


of an unconquerable appetite. Just behind 





| Priceless as the gift of utterance may be, 
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this group was a young girl, whose face, sweet 
as an angel’s, was already furrowed by grief. 
Beside her was a father, whom she seemed to 
worship, and this father, broken down in 
health, and almost ruined in mind by the ex- 
cessive use of liquor, seemed at last to have 
resigned himself to hopeless ruin. He gazed 
about in a half-sleepy, half-childish way, and 
several times attempted to get up and leave 
his seat, but the hand of the child-woman held 
his very tightly, and each time he would con- 
quer his restlessness and sit down. 

By far the largest proportion of the congre- 
gation were women, almost all of whom had 
evidently clutching at their hearts the agon- 
izing image of some past or present experi- 
ence with woe in its most terrible frm. As 
the exercises proceeded it was interesting to 
note the change which gradually came over 
the scene. As Mr. Moody declared over and 
over again, that the God who had once cast 
out devils could do it now, and would do it if 
only asked, and as fervent supplications for 
this Divine interposition were made, the cloud 
seemed to rise from all hearts, the noonday 
sun poured in upon the picture like blessed 
rays of hope; eyes long dimmed by tears 
beamed with a new light ; lips so long tightly 
pressed by anguish smiled with a new-found 


joy; and dissipated faces lost their reckless 


look, and became resolute in the strength of 
noble determination. It is probable that 
more than one slave was freed yesterday, and 
more than one heart made happy. 
> 

Selected for Friends’ Review. 

FROM SPURGEON’S. *“‘LECTURES TO 
STUDENTS.” 

If the anointing which we bear come not 
from the Lord of Hosts, we are deceivers, and 
since only in prayer can we obtain it, let us 
continue instant, constant, fervent in suppli- 
cation. Let your fleece lie on the threshing 
floor of supplication till it is wet with the 
dew of heaven. Go not to minister in the 
temple till you have washed in the laver. 
Think snot to be a messenger of grace to 
others till you have seen the God of grace 
for yourselves, and had the word from His 
mouth. 

Time spent in quiet prostration of soul be- 
fore the Lord is most invigorating. David 
“sat before the Lord.” It is a great thing 
to hold these sacred sittings; the mind being 
receptive, like an open flower drinking in the 
sunbeams, or the sensitive photographic plate 
accepting the image before it. Quietude, 
which some men cannot abide, because it re- 
veals their inward poverty, is as a palace of 
cedar to the wise, for along its hallowed 
courts the King in his beauty deigns to walk. 


MY 
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the practice of silence in some aspects far|overbear this collective judgment of the 
excels it. Do you think me a Quaker? Well, | church itself; whose servants they are, “ for 
be it so. Herein I follow George Fox most | Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor. iv. 5). Yet, to do away 


lovingly ; for I am persuaded that we, most |“ - ; s : 
of os think too cal speech, whieh, after | With the recording of ministers whose gift has 
all is but the shell of thought. Quiet con-| been clearly and amply proved, would be to 


templation, still worship, unutteréd rapture,| withhold such important help to them in 
these are mine when my best jewels are before | ;noir work as may be afforded by the mani- 
me. Brethren, rob not your heart of the! 


deep-sea joys; miss not the far-down life, by | fested confidence of the body. Such acknowl- 
forever babblin gamong the broken shells and |edgment of these, need not, and in many 
foaming surges of the shore. places does not, prevent acceptable religious 
service on the part of some who are not re- 
corded. Ought it not to be understood, that, 
| with regard to the allowance of service in 
ministry, the approval of the body is the es- 
sential thing, and the record secondary? We 
MInisTERs AND ELpERS.—Questioning all | learn that in Great Britain a not inconsider- 
that has been established appears to be an in-| able number of those whose labors in the 
evitable feature of our time. In England as| Gospel are generally accepted and highly 
well as in this country, a feeling has existed | valued, have declined being recorded. But 
amongst Friends within the last few years, | it is in reference to the office of elder that the 
that something was wanting in regard to the | greatest amount of unsettlement in opinion has 
utilization of all the spiritual gifts of the latterly occurred in the Society. Undoubt- 
members of the church, so that its work | edly this very fact has weakened the hands of 
should be fully accomplished. Ministers were) tems in many places, to a disadvantage. 
not, during the first years of the history of| From an over-exercise (it may be) of restric- 
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PHILADELPHIA, FIRST MO. 29, 1876. 





the Society, formally distinguished from other | tive authority, which has been not unfre- 


members. Still later than the designation of | quently very much left to those far advanced 
these by acknowledgment and registration, ‘in life and out of sympathy with younger min- 
the occasion for the additional office of elder- | isters and members, a reaction has taken 
ship was recognized ; and the oversight of the| place, almost amounting, in some quarters, to 
ministry came to be regarded as belonging) the practical annulling of the authority of 
especially to elders; though not, at first, to elders. With a contributor to one of our late 
the exclusion of ministerial service on their | numbers (No. 22), we are convinced that it is 
part. | not desirable that this should continue any- 

Not only does reflection upon the nature of | where to be the case. What appears to be 
Gospel ministry and its relations to an organ- |most wanting is, living eldership, for sym- 
ized church make it evident, that acknowledg- | pathy, help and counsel, to a living ministry. 


ment by the body, and the counsel, encour- 
agement and oversight of ministers must be 
expedient and important, but abundant expe- 
rience confirms this truth. Only, hardening 
into officialisem, with a clerical class on the 
one hand, or a sanhedrim of such as may lord 
it over the heritage on the other, needs to be 
avoided, Our belief is that, since the funda- 
mental principle of right church-government 
is, that Christ is the Head of His own Church, 
it is upon the church as a body, so far 
as it is composed of living members, that the 
duty devolves of endeavoring to know, in 
order to obey, His will. No authority of in- 
dividual officers should ever supersede or 


Moreover, there seems to be much force in the 
considerations brought forward in the delib- 
/erations of a recent conference of Friends in 
England ; to the effect that more intercourse 
and fellowship are required amongst ail the 
, workers in the church. Meetings of ministers 
and elders may well, we believe, receive over 
‘seers also into their communion. But, be 
yond these perfunctory meetings, ought there 
not to be, everywhere amongst Friends, 
abundant enjoyment and profit of fellowship, 
amongst all members of the living church’ 
Would that there was, in all our meetings, 
smaller and larger, such a realization of true 
‘oneness in Christ, that, without form or off- 








cial regulation, in season and out of season, 
they would often flow together, like those who | 
of old “spake often one to another”; and | 
uniting thus, 

“ Like kindred drops, be mingled into one.” 


NoRTH CAROLINA YEARLY MEETING.—The 
printed minutes have been received. The fol- | 
lowing are some of the statistics reported: Whole | 
number of members, 3947; received by request | 


during the year, 119; disowned, 32; number of | 
meetings, 34; recorded ministers, 36; members 
using spirituous liquor as a drink, 40. 


Epistle of Advice from North Carolina Yearly | 
Meeting of Women Friends, 1875, to the Subordi- 
nate Meetings. 

Dear Sisters :—Having again been permitted to 
meet at our annual feast and richly feed with 
choice food from the Master's table, we have 
earnestly desired that you who have been de- 
prived of the privilege of meeting with us, may 
also partake of these rich blessings. We have 
been encouraged by the reports of the several 
committees for religious labor during the past | 
year, but we realize that we are still living far be- 
neath our privileges. The deficiencies reported | 
in the answers called forth much counsel. The 
mothers, as well as the young sisters, were ex- | 
horted to continued and increased interest for the | 
advancement of the cause of our Lord and Sa- | 
viour Jesus Christ. Also to a nearer intimacy | 
with each other: mothers regarding the wants of | 
their children ; the children heeding the counsel | 
of their mothers. Also to keep our libraries free | 
from pernicious literature: using all the means 
God has given for the spread of His kingdom in 
the earth. The increase of Catholicism is alarm 
ing; and Protestants should be aroused and en- 
deavor to gather the children into the fold of the | 
Lamb of God. 

Our dear friend, Stanley Pumphrey, with raised 
shutters exhorted to the daily reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, both individually and collectively, 
quoting the following extract of a letter of George 
Fox to the Barbadoes: ‘‘ We do declare that we 
do esteem it a duty incumbent upon us, to pray 
with and for, to teach, instruct and admonish | 
those in and belonging to our families.” 

Our dear friend, Allen Jay, gave a very inter- 
esting account of his visit to Ireland, England 
and Norway, and we are glad to feel that he has 
been enabled to return rejoicing, bearing his 
sheaves with him. The subject of prayer was | 
largely dwelt upon, and we have afresh realized 
the importance of keeping an eye single to the | 
Lord Jesus, that we may ever be able to 
give to those around us a reason for the hope | 
within. ‘Continuing instant in prayer, not 
slothful in business; serving the Lord.” Our 
Father in Heaven never forgets the prayers of 
His children. He may be answering to-day the 
prayers that were offered one hundred years ago. 

€ desire, dear sisters, that the God of peace | 
May sanctify us wholly ; and we pray God that 
our whole spirit, soul and body may be pr 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus. 

RACHEL BINFORD, Clerk. 
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MOVEMENTS OF MINISTERS.—We take the fol- 
lowing from the British Friend : 


“Between the 12th and 22d of the Eleventh 
month Stanley Pumphrey visited some of the meet- 
ings of Friends in the neighborhood of Mount 
Pilot, N. C., spending on his way a day with the 
Moravians at Salem. They have several colonies 
in this part of the State, all distinguished by the 
same character of order, industry and piety. The 
places where our Friends reside are connected 
by the wildest of forest roads, where horses pro- 
ceed with difficulty at the rate of four miles an 
hour. Inthe whole district there is a strong feel- 
ing in favor of Friends. ‘All that is wanted, 
said one, ‘is a resident minister, and you might 
have the whole country.’ Interesting as all these 
meetings were, perhaps the most so was at a 


_place, where, in the time of the late war, J. J. 


Neave had a remarkable and well-remembered 
meeting with a number of the poor men who 
were hiding from the conscription in the woods. 
On the 22d, S. Pumphrey held his first meeting 
with the colored people. It was interesting to 
see their delighted faces as they crowded up af- 
terwards to say, ‘We thought, may be, as he d 
come so far, he’d have some new way to tell us; 
but, bless the Lord, it's just the same old way 
we've known about so long.’ . 

“ Rufus P. King, and his companion, Edward 
L. Scull, arrived in Cork on the 2oth ult. from 
America, and attended the usual meetings for 
worship on Fifth-day and First-day, the 23d and 
26th. They also attended a Fellowship Meeting 
held on the 25th. They intended to go towards 
Waterford on Third-day, the 28th. 2 

Caroline E. Talbott attended the meeting on 
First-day morning, the 5th ult., in Newcastle, and 
a public meeting in the evening; attended the 


Monthly Meeting held at Newcastle on the 8th; 
was engaged at Shotley Bridge for a few days, 


returning to Newcastle on Third-day, the 14th. 
On Fourth, Fifth and Sixth-day evenings, 15th, 
16th and 17th, public meetings were held in the 


| Meeting-house—that on Fifth-day evening was 


devoted principally to explaining the points 
wherein Friends differ from other Christian de- 
nominations. Considerable interest was occa- 
sioned by this meeting, and it is hoped good 
may arise out of it. On First-day, the 19th, our 
friend attended the usual morning meeting; in 
the afternoon at 3 o'clock a meeting at the Cen- 
tral Hall—this is a meeting held every week for 
the union of all Christians—and in the evening 
at 6:30, a public meeting in the Meeting-house— 
a very favored time and largely attended. On 
Second-day evening, the 20th, Caroline E. Talbott 
gave an address in the Central Hall upon the 
drinking customs of the present times, to a large 
and very attentive company.” 


ee — 


FRIENDS’ SyRIAN Mission.—The (London) 
Friend says : 

“On Fifth-day, Eleventh mo. 18th, Eli Jones 
and companions sailed from Marseilles, reaching 
Alexandria in due course. Here the Friends 
were gladly welcomed by our young friend, 
Frank Allen, who, in his isolated position, as far 


eserved | as fellow-members are concerned, felt it his priv- 
| ilege as well as pleasure to offer such accommo- 
| dation as lay within his power, during their short 
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l 
stay. A gathering was held at F. A.'s house the} RECENT PUBLICATIONS.— Yohnson's lilustrated 


evenin 5 before our Friends re-embarked for | Cyclopedta.—This useful work of reference, of 
me It was a time of refreshment to the | which two volumes have been already issued, 


“ The latest intelligence of our friends is dated | Will, as announced, be completed in four vol- 
2nd of Twelfth month, from Brumana, Mount | umes, before the end of next year. It was com- 
Lebanon, whence A. L. F. reports a ‘most | menced several years ago, under the chief direc- 
pong A saat ae cena ean eae tion of Dr. Joseph Thomas ; and is now continued 
greeting from a large body of school children and | With Pres. Barnard, of Columbia College, and 


adults bidding them welcome to Brumana. Prof. Arnold Guyot as editors-in-chief, with about 
‘All seems quiet now in the locality; and Eli | twenty-five associate editors, and more than three 


Jones and friends have been interested by a) hundred contributors. Among these we find 
visit to the boys’ and girls’ schools, as well as 


pleased with the properties which have been pur- | ™@ny, indeed most, of the best known authors in 
chased for Friends. They are both beautifully | literature, science and religion, of this country ; 


situated, though the site of the first which was | anda few of those abroad. Besides short arti- 
bought seems to have preference. J. Waldmeier | je, upon all subjects, making it an expanded dic- 
thinks the legal difficulties will soon be removed. : 


The visit appears most timely to the little settle- tionary, this cyclopedia contains brief but very in- 
ment, and we trust will result in much comfort | structive ¢veatises upon a variety of leading topics. 
and benefit.” Thus, Bofany is written upon by Asa Gray; 
oor | Geology, by J. W. Dawson; . Comparative Anat- 

THE MorninG STaR.—We have received from | omy, by E. D. Cope; English Literature, by 
Luke Woodard a letter referring to our notice of | Joseph Thomas; Ca/vinism, by A. A. Hodge ; 
his book (No. 20 of this volume, Friends’ Re-| Arminianism, by D. D. Whedon; /nternational 
View, p. 312), in which is expressed his inability | Law, by T. D. Woolsey ; Confederate States, by 
to recognize occasion for any important modifi- Horace Greeley; Co-operation (in labor) by 
cation of the chapters on Sanctification and the Thomas Hughes; Codices (manuscripts of the 
Baptism of the Holy Ghost, upon which some re- | Scriptures), by Thomas Chase; Friends, by Ed- 
marks were made by us. The following is a ward Brown. The last named article is well 
part of his letter: written, and satisfactory in its account of the ori- 
‘Without attempting to answer all thy objec- | gin and tenets of our religious Society. Histori- 
tions in regard to sanctification, I will suggest the | cally, it stops short of completion; making no 


impropriety of calling God's work an ‘affain- ajysion to the separations that have occurred 
ment,’ either gradual or otherwise. The steps by 


which we reach the point of a full and definite during the present century. 
surrender of the will, may be progressively taken; Being designed to furnish the most convenient 


and | have no objection to the term ‘ progressive and least expensive of works for every day ref- 
sanctification as I have attempted to define it, | erence, we believe that, in regard to the two vol- 
viz.: ‘progress zz holiness;’ but the work of 


‘soul-cure,’ ‘ cleansing from all unrighteousness,’ |U™€S S° far published (small quarto, pp. 1677, 

is a thing (as it seems to me), distinct from both. | 1767), the purpose of this ‘ universal cyclope- 

Holiness is to sanctification what health is to dia” is fully met; while it is not inferior in com- 

healing or cure. The cure may be perfect, the 

health more and more strengthened. 7 
“Angels, though sinless, are, as regards degree, “ 


certainly less holy than the infinite God; and) INTERNATIONAL TEMPERANCE CONFERENCE. 

man, though ‘ cleansed from all unrighteousness, 

is less holy, in the same sense, than angels. eid bilait 
“ Thou may get a thought on progress in holi- | “™CU!ar Just received : ; 

ness by the text that describes the holy Jesus as| ‘“‘At the annual meeting of the National Tem- 

increasing, not only in wisdom, but in ‘ favor | perance Society, held in New York, May 6th, 

with God,’ Luke ii. 52.” | 1875, the following resolution was unanimously 
At the request of L. W., it may be here men- adopted : 


. : ‘Resolved, That, in consideration of the world- 
tioned that the paragraph taken from his book, | wide prevalence of the evils of intemperance, and 


upon cleansing by the blood of Christ, was quoted | to devise means for their more effectual suppres- 

by us (same No., p. 313), not for criticism, but as | sion, and in view of the gratifying gong ed of 
. . 58 ° 17 i “¢ Pion 

presenting a judicious statement upon a difficult | terest In the cause of temperance in foreig 


biec Bei : 1 | countries, as well as in our own, we deem it ex- 
subject. eing sincerely concerned to promote pedient to call an International Temperance 


a right valuation of the work, we may reiterate | Conference, to be held in the city of Philadelphia 
the concluding words of our notice : “‘ We desire | in 1876, during the progress of the international 
for this book many readers; believing that it Centennial Exhibition, and that a committee of 


ill d d Sante ah d fifteen be appointed to make the necessary at- 
ee ae ee he sacred pause * rangements for such a Conference.’ 
which it has been so earnestly devoted by its 


prehensiveness and reliability to any other.* 


—The following paragraphs are taken from a 


2. * Albert Ellis, 1317 Chestnut street, is agent for this work 
author. } for Philadelphia. 
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“The foregoing resolution. was also unani- 
mously endorsed, and the proposed Conference 
commended, by the National Temperance Con- 
vention held in Chicago in June, 1875. 

‘The committee hail the advent of our nation's 
Centennial as a fitting occasion to consider the 
relations of the temperance reform, in its scien- 
tific, economic, intellectual, social, moral, and 
religious aspects, to individual and national life ; 
its progress and needs; and to invite to our delib- 
erations representatives of the cause of temper- 
ance from foreign countries. We therefore call 
an International Temperance Conference, to 
meet in the city of Philadelphia, on Tuesday, 
June 13, 1876. 

“Tt is expected that the Conference will con- 
tinue in session three days; that simultaneous 
sessions will be held in sections, at each of 
which, time will be apportioned for the presenta- 
tion and discussion of the various topics which 
will claim the attention of the Confercnce.” 

The officers whose names are attached to this 
circular are, William E. Dodge, Chairman; J. N. 
Stearns, Secretary. The address of the latter is 
58 Reade street, New York. 

-o 

ANONYMOUS CORRESPONDENCE.—It has often 
been mentioned in these columns that our rule is 

like that of most other periodicals) not to notice 
anonymous communications. In the case of a 
letter just received from Adrian, Michigan, dated 
First mo. 19, the editor will be obliged by its 
writer sending his name to this office. 
- 

HIsTORICAL LectureES.—Dr. Joseph Thomas 
proposes, if sufficiently encouraged, to deliver ten 
of the most interesting of all his series of lectures 
(including among their subjects, Mohammed, 
Napoleon I, and Napoleon III.), at Spring Garden 
Hall, Philadelphia ; beginning, probably, Second 
month roth. Particulars concerning this course 
will be advertised shortly. 


Se ER A NE RN 


DIED. 

BOWEN.—In Providence, Rhode Island, Sixth 
month 30th, 1875, Eliza F., widow of David Bowen, 
inthe 83rd year of her age; a member of Providence 
Monthly Meeting, She was a birthright member of 
the Society, and a firm and consistent Friend. After a 
life of cheerful resignation to the Divine will, she 
passed away calmly and peacefully, saying at the close, 
“Tm going home.” 

OVERMAN.—At Marion, Grant Co., Indiana, on 
the 3rd of First month, 1876, Irene A. Overman, 
widow of John Overman, and daughter of Isaac and 
Ann Jessup, in her 53rd year; she was a minister and 
member of Mississiniwa Monthly Meeting. She died 
in the triumph of a living faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

SILE R.—At her residence, near Coloma, Parke Co., 
Indiana, Eleanor A., wife of Jeremiah H. Siler, and 
daughter of Jackson and Catharine M. Allen, in the 
24th year of her age; an esteemed member of the 
Society of Friends. This dear friend in the early part 
of her illness was impressed with a feeling that she 
might not recover, and in speaking of her prospect of 

faven and happiness, said, she did not see anything | 
special in her way, but did not have that bright | 
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evidence of acceptance with her Saviour that she de- 
sired; but as she sought it earnestly in prayer, the Lord 
of life and glory who loves to speak peace and comfort 
to those who humbly and faithfully seek Him, was 
pleased to so manifest himself to her that every shade 
of doubt seemed removed, and her soul filled with love 
to that extent, she was often engaged in singing praises 
to His ever worthy name for what He had done for her. 
Being thus blessed, she embraced every opportunity 
with those that visited her bedside in speaking of Jesus 
and His love, in words of counsel and encouragement. 
Her last words were, “ Heaven is precious, Jesus is 
precious.” 

WINSLOW.—In peace, on the 12th of Tenth mo., 
1875, aged nearly 20 years, Ninee J. Winslow ; a mem- 
ber of Fairmount Monthly Meeting, Grant Co., Indi- 
ana; daughter of Dr. H. and O. A. Charles, the latter 
deceased. 





CORRESPON DENCE. 


Union Sprines, N. Y., First mo. 17th, 1876, 

I have read with much interest the essays 
of different writers, who have recently written 
on the subject of divine worship as practised 
by early Friends. 

If we could know the precise method ac- 
cording to which these meetings were held, 
would it be safe for us to imitate them ? 

Is it not sufficient for us to know they were 
held under the “ mighty power of God,” and 
whether they preached, or prayed, or sang, 
it was with the Spirit and with the under- 
standing also? 

Silence was highly prized by them, and 
much more is said on this subject, in connection 
with their worship, than upon any other. 

Would it not, therefore, be well for us as 
we enter a place for divine worship to be so 
impressed with the one idea that we are about 
to perform the mos! solemn act that the soul 
of man can be engaged in, and leave the 
meeting to the guidance of Him who alone is 
the Master of Assemblies ? W. H.C. 





From The Sunday School Times 


DR. JOHN TODD’S LIFE STORY.* 





When as prominent and as peculiar a man 
as Dr. John Todd, with his quaint style of 
putting things, and his rare descriptive pow- 
ers, leaves the material for an autobiography, 
it is sure to be worth reading, uuless it is 
spoiled in making up. In this case the ma- 
teria! was at hand, and it was well used. 

Dr. Todd's story was worth telling. He 
did a.great work in the world, although in a 
very quiet way. Few men in this century 
have impressed themselves for good on more 
persons who in turn have impressed others 
than he. Take for example his “Student’s 





* John Todd: the story of his life told mainly by himself. 
Compiled and edited by John E. Todd, pastor of the Church of 
the Redeemer, New Haven, Conn. New York: Harper & 
Brothers. 
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Manual.” It has contributed not a little to 
the moulding of the character and directing 
the lives of tens of thousands. Before it was 
off the press it had a hold on the printer 
through whose hands it passed, and he became 
& misionary of the gos Above one hun- 
dred and fifty editions of it were published 
in Europe. It was translated into Welsh, 
French and German. More than one hundred 
and fifty thousand copies of it were sold to 
young men in London alone. With the few 
remains of Sir John Franklin’s party in the 
Arctic region a leaf of that book was found, 
which is now preserved in Greenwich Hos- 
pital, England. To this day the book stands 
without a rival in its sphere, and it may 
safely be said that no cain written within 
the past fifty years has influenced the career 
of so many students as this. 

Dr. Todd’s “ Sabbath-school Teacher” was 
hardly less influential than his “Student’s 
Manual.” It was written some forty years 
ago, when Sunday-school methods were but 
little known. It is to-day one of the best 
helps to an understanding of the principles of 
the Sunday-school system extant. It did 
much to give shape to that system in the 
United States. It was quickly republished 
in Great Britain, and there it did a good 
work. Only those most familiar with the de- 
velopment and progress of the Sunday-school 
cause in the last forty years can appreciate 


how important a part was borne in it all by 
this publication of Dr. Todd’s. 

In his “Lectures to Children” and his 
“Truth Made Simple,” Dr. Todd taught 


many how to preach to, and to write for the 
little folks. In bis “ Index Rerum” he showed 
how to make ordinary reading and thinking 
available for ready reference and practical 
use. As a minister of the gospel he was 
prominent, and did efficient service in his 
generation. Thus to students, to Sunday- 
school workers, to preachers, to authors, to 
all classes in the community, Dr. Todd had a 
mission; he performed it, and his works do 
follow him. 

The narrative of Dr. Todd’s life is an in- 
structive one, peculiarly fitted to stimulate 
and encourage young men. It ought to be in 
the hands of many such. It should be read 
by teachers for their own benefit, and com- 
mended by them to their pupils. Young 
Todd seemed tu have everything against him 
at the start. He was a puny babe. His 
mother was insane. His father was a helpless 
cripple. But God took care of him, and gave 
him a life of usefulness. He was for a time 
in the family of Jeremiah Evarts, father of 
Hon. William M. Evarts, where hallowing 
influences were about him. He was in the 
Sunday-school at Charlestown, Mass., organ- 
ized by Dr. Jedidiah Morse, of geography 
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fame. There he was a fellow teacher with 
Prof. 8. F. B. Morse and his brother Sidney. 
His sketches of his old professors at Andover 
are graphic and discriminating. The story of 
his varied experiences as a pastor is full of in- 
terest. The record of his life in Philadelphia 
can hardly fail to attract attention in this 
city. His love of hunting and his skill as an 
amateur mechanic are well brought out. His 
adventures in the Adirondacks are not as 
marvellous as those told by some of his clerical 
brethren, but they are matters of fact told 
pleasantly. 

The compilation and editing of the ample 
material left by Dr. Bodd for such a volume 
have been done faithfully by his son, the Rev. 
John E. Todd, of New Haven. Love dictated 
this work, and sound judgment directed in it. 
The book is as bright and attractive in its 
style as it is valuable in its matter. Anybody 
would find it pleasant reading, and everybody 
reading it is likely to be profited. The more 
of such biographies the better. 


From The Christian Worker. 


JOURNALS ESPECIALLY PUBLISHED IN 
THE INTEREST OF PEACE. 


We have been asked frequently to present 
a list of journals devoted to Peace as a 
specialty, their place of publication, and the 
terms of subscription. The number is not 
large, but we can recommend them, and trust 
their influence is being felt throughout the 
world. 

The Herald of Peace is issued monthly 
under the auspices of the London Peace So- 
ciety, Henry Richard, M. P. taking con- 
siderable interest in its success, its office being 
18 South street, Finsbury, London, E. C., 
England. Price 2s. 6d. per annum. Post 
free. 

The Advocate of Peace, the organ of the 
American Peace Society, is published month- 
ly, No. 1 Somerset street, Boston, Mass., at 
$1.00 per annum; to ministers, 75 cents. 
Postage, 12 centsa year. Rev. H. C. Dun- 
bam being the principal editor. This Society 
also issues The Angel of Peace monthly, at 
50 cents per annum, particularly adapted to 
children. 

The Messenger of Peace, representing the 
Peace Association of Friends in America, 18 
published monthly by this Association, by 
Daniel Hill, New Vienna, Clinton Co., Ohio. 
50 cents per annum, and free to ministers of 
all denominations who will read it and re 
commend it to their congregations. 

The Arbitrator is a monthly journal estab- 
lished to promote the principles of the Work- 
men’s Peace Association, under the care of 
W. R. Cremer, No. 9 Buckingham street, 
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Strand, London, W.C., England. Price, one 
half-penny each. 

The Voice of Peace, the organ of the Uni- 
versal Peace Union, American Branch, is 
published monthly at $1.00 per annum, post- 
age free, at the office of T, Ellwood Chapman, 
701 Arch street, Phila.; edited by a commit- 
tee of the Peace Union, and is a journal rep- 
resenting Peace principles without compro- 
mise. 

There are frequent publications issued by 
the Society of the Friends of Peace in Europe, 
Frederick Passy and Henry Bellaire, of Paris, 
taking especial interest in it. 

Also, Les Etats-Unis d’Europe, and Cate- 
chisme de la Paix et de la Civilization. 

Should there be others that have not been 
mentioned we will feel obliged by receiving | 
the information, that we may add to this 
Directory of Peace periodicals, and place 
them upon our exchange list. 

In addition to the above list, which we 
copy from The Voice of Peace, Philadelphia, 
we may add The Christian Neighbor, Colum- 
bia, South Carolina, ably edited by Sidi H. | 
Brown; which, although not exclusively de- | 
voted to the cause of Peace, is thoroughly 
sound on the question. And scarcely a paper 
leaves its office without something in favor of | 
Peace, and striking a blow at war. 

Then we have El Ramo de Olivo, published 
in the Spanish language by S. A. Purdie, a 
missionary of the Society of Friends, at Mata-| 
moras, Mexico. 

Of juvenile Peace papers we have The Olive 
Leaf, published by Hill & Hussey, New 
Vienna, Ohio, monthly; and The Angel of 
Peace, monthly, published by the American 
Peace Society, Boston, Mass. 


oe 





NorpDENsKIULD’s Arctic ExPEpITION in- 
tends in part to sail up the Jenesej River) 
with the view of returning to Europe across | 
Siberia, while the other party returns to Nor-| 
way by sea in the Proven. The results are 
exceedingly rich, geographically, geologically, 
and in a zoological way. The Sea of Kara 
was found to be completely free of ice, and 
was thus crossed and dredged for the first 
time by a scientific expedition. The water at 
the surface of the Kara wasso fresh as to kill 
the animals brought up from the bottom. The | 
investigations on the ocean currents are of 
much interest. If, says the account in Nature, | 
in the northern part of the Sea of Kara, 
where the water on the surface is almost com-| 
pletely free of salt, and this time of the year! 
very warm, a flask filled with water from the| 
surface is sunk to a depth of ten fathoms, the | 
water freezes to ice. There are thus no warm | 
ocean currents here at any considerable depth 
below the surface. On the 8th of August the 
party landed on the peninsula of Jalmal, 





| assist her to pay 


which separates the Sea of Kara from the 
Bay of Obi. Here traces of men, some of 
whom had gone barefoot, and of Samoyede 
sledges, were visible on the beach. Close to 
the shore was found a sacrificial altar, con- 
sisting of about fifty skulls of the white bear 
and walrus, with reindeer bones, etc., laid in a 
heap. In the middle of the heap of bones 
there stood, raised up, two idols, roughly 
hewn from the driftwood roots, newly be- 
smeared in- the eyes and mouth with blood; 
also two poles, provided with hooks, from 
which hung bones of the reindeer and bear. 
Close by was a fire-place and a heap of rein- 
deer bones, the latter clearly a remnant of a 


| sacrificial meal. 


Arctic Srations.— Lieutenant Weyprecht 
has surprised geographers by his common- 
sense suggestion that hereafter Arctic ex- 


| plorers should aim to erect stations at differ- 


ent points in the Arctic regions where ob- 
servers should make simultaneous observa- 
tions, extending over the period of a whole 
year, with identical instruments and accord- 
ing to identical rules, giving their first atten- 
tion to physics, meteorology, biology, and 
geology, and the second place to geographi- 
cal discoveries. Accordingly, the German 
Commission on Arctic Raplosntions has rec- 
ommended that a principal station be es- 
tablished on the east coast of Greenland, 
with secondary stations on Jan Meyer Island 
and the west coast of Spitzbergen.— American 
Naturalist. 





From The Wayside Magazine. 

LOST IN THE SNOW ; FOUND IN CHRIST. 

A Highland widow left her home early one 
morning, in order to reach before evening the 
residence of a kinsman who bad promised to 
her rent. She carried on 
her back her only child, a boy two years old. 
The journey was a long one. I was following 
the same wild and lonely path when I first 
heard the story I am going to tell you. The 
mountain-track, after leaving the small village 
by the sea-shore, where the widow lived, 
passes through a green valley, watered by a 
peaceful stream which flows from a neighbor- 
ing lake; it then winds along the margin of 
the solitary lake, until near its further end it 
suddenly turns into an extensive copse-wood 
of oak and birch. ‘ ‘ ‘ é 

The morning when the widow left her home 
gave promise of a lovely day. But before 
noon a sudden change took place in the 
weather. Northward, the sky became dark 
and lowering. Masses of clouds rested upon 
the hills. Sudden gusts of wind began to 
whistle among the rocks, and to ruffle with 
black squalls the surface of the loch. The 
wind was succeeded by rain, and the rain by 
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sleet, and the sleet by a heavy fall of snow. | 
It was the month of May,—for that storm is | 
yet remembered as the “great May storm.” | 
The wildest day of winter never beheld flakes 
of snow falling heavier or faster, or whirling | 
with more fury through the mountain-pass, | 


in the crevice of the rock. The story of that 
woman’s affection for her child was soon read 
in language which all understood. Her almost 
naked body revealed her love. 

Many a tear was shed, many an exclama- 
tion expressive of admiration and affection 


filling every hollow and whitening every rock ! 
Weary and wet and cold, the widow reached 
that pass with her child. She knew that a 
mile beyond it there was a mountain shielding 
which could give good shelter; but the mo- 
ment she attempted to face the storm of snow 
which was rushing through the gorge, all hope 
failed of proceeding in that direction. To re- 
turn home was equally impossible. She must 
find shelter. The wild cat’s or fox’s den 
would be welcome. After wandering for some 
time among the huge fragments of rock which 
skirted the base of the overhanging precipices, 
she at last found a more sheltered nook. 
Crouching beneath a projecting ledge of rock 
she pressed her child to her trembling bosom. 

The storm continued to rage. The snow 
was accumulating overhead. Hour after hour 
passed. It became bitterly cold. The even- 
ing approached. The widow’s heart was sick 
with fear and anxiety. Her child—her only 
child—was all she thought of. She wrapped 
him in her shawl but the poor thing had been 
scantily clad and the shawl was thin and 
worn. The widow was poor and her cloth- 
ing could hardly defend her from the piercing 
cold of such a night as this. But whatever 
was to become of herself, her child must be 
preserved. The snow, in whirling eddies, 
entered the recess, which afforded them at best 
but miserable shelter. The night came on. 
The wretched mother stripped off almost all 
her own clothing and wrapped it round her 
child, whom at last, in despair, she put into a 
deep crevice of the rock, among some dried 
heather and fern. And now she resolved, at 
all bazards, to brave the storm and return 
home in order to get assistance for her babe 
or to perish in the attempt. Clasping her in- 
fant to her heart, and covering his face with 
tears and kisses, she laid him softly down in 
sleep, and rushed into the snowy drift. 

The night of storm was succeeded by a clear 
blue sky, and wreaths of mist hung along 


the mountain-tops, while a thousand water- | 


falls poured down their sides. Dark figures 
made visible at a distance on the white 
ground, might be seen with long poles exam- 
ining every hollow near the mountain path. 
They are people from the village, who are 
searching for the widow and her son. They 
have reached the pass. A cry is heard by 
one of the shepherds, as he sees a bit of tar- 
tan cloak among thesnow. They have found 
the widow—dead ; her arms stretched forth 
as if imploring assistance! Before noon they 
discovered her child by his cries. He was safe 


was uttered, from enthusiastic sorrowing 
Highland hearts, when on that evening the 
aged pastor gathered the village in the de- 
serted house of mourning, and by prayer and 
fatherly exhortation sought to improve for 
their souls’ good an event so sorrowful. 

More than half a century passed away. 
The aged and faithful pastor was long dead, 
though his memory still lingers in many a 
retired glen, among the children’s children of 
parents whom he baptized. His son, whose 
locks were white with age, was preaching toa 
congregation of Highlanders in one of our 
great cities. It was on a communion Sabbath. 
The subject of his discourse was the love of 
Christ. In illustrating the self-sacrificing ua- 
ture of that “love which seeketh not her 
own,” he narrated the story of the Highland 
widow whom he knew in boyhvod. And he 
asked, “If that child is now alive, what 
would you think of his heart if he did not 
cherish an affection for his mother’s memory, 
and if the sight of her poor tattered cloak, 
which she had wrapped around him in order 
to save his life at the cost of her own, did not 
fill him with gratitude and love too deep for 
words? Yet what hearis have you, my 
hearers, if over those memorials of your Sa- 
viour’ssacrifice of Himself you do not fee! them 
glow w.th deeper love and with adoring grati- 
tude?” <A few days after this a message was 
sent by a dying man, requesting to see the 
clergyman. The request was speedily complied 
with. The sick man seized the minister by 
the hand, and gazing intently in his face 
said, “You do not—yvou cannot recognize 
me. But I know you, and your father before 
you. I have been a wanderer in many lands. 
I have visited every quarter of the globe, and 
fought and bled for my king and country. 
came to this town a few weeks ago in bad 
health. Last Sabbath I entered your church 


|—the church of my countrymen—where I 


could once more hear, in the language of my 
youth and of my heart, the Gospel preached. 


‘IT heard you tell the story of the widow and 


her son.” 

Here the voice of the old soldier faltered, 
his emotion almost choked his utterance ; but, 
recovering himself for a moment, he cried, 
“T am that son!” and burst into a flood of 
tears. “ Yes,” he continued, “ I am that son! 
Never, never, did I forget my mother’s love. 
| Well might you ask what a heart should mine 

| have been if she had been forgotten by me: 
|Though I never saw her, dear to me is her 
|memory; and my only desire now is, to lay 
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my bones beside hers in the old churchyard | 


among the hills. But O sir, what breaks my 
heart, and covers me with shame, is this: until 
now I never saw with the eyes of the soul the 
love of my Saviour in giving Himself for me 
—a poor, lost, hell-deserving sinner; I con- 
fess it! I confess it!” he cried, looking up to 
Heaven, his eyes streaming with tears; and 

ressing the minister’s hand close to his breast, 
he added, “It was God who mare you tell 
that story. Praise be to His holy name that 
my dear mother has not died in vain, and 
that the prayers which, I was told, she used to 
offer for me, have been at last answered; for 


the love of my mother has been blessed by the | 


Holy Spirit for making me see as I never saw 
before the love of the Saviour! I see it, I be- 
lieve it; I have found deliverance where I 
found it in my childhood—in the cleft of the 
rock—but it is the Rock of Ages!” 

And, clasping his hands, he repeated with 
intense fervor,— 

“Can a woman forget her sucking child; 
that she should not have compassion on the 
son of her womb? yea, _. may forget; yet 


will I not forget thee ! ° ‘ 


- 


LITTLE BARBARA’S HYMN. 





A mother stood by her spinning-wheel, 

Winding the yarn on an ancient reel ; 

As she counted the threads in the twilight dim, 
She murmured the words of a quaint old hymn: 
« Whether we sleep, or whether we wake, 

We are His who gave His life for our sake.” 


Little Barbara, watching the spinning-wheel, 
And keeping time with her toe and heel 

To the hum of the thread and her mother’s song, 
Sang, in her own sweet voice, erelong: 

« Whether we sleep, or whether we wake, 

We are His who gave His life for our sake.” 


That night, in her dreams, as she sleeping lay, 
Over and over the scenes of the day 

Came back, till she seemed to hear again 

The hum of the thread and the quaint old strain: 
«“ Whether we sleep, or whether we wake, 

We are His who gave His life for our sake.” 


Next morning, with bounding heart and feet, 
Little Barbara walked in the crowded street ; 
And up to her lips, as she passed along, 

Rose the tender words of her mother’s song : 
“ Whether we sleep, or whether we wake, 
We are His who gave His life for our sake.” 


A wanderer sat on a wayside stone, 

Weary and sighing, sick and lone; 

But he raised his head with a look of cheer 
As the gentle tones fell on his ear: 

“ Whether we sleep, or whether we wake, 
We are His who gave His life for our sake.’ 


Toiling all day in a crowded room, 

A worker stood at her nois y loom: 

A voice came up through the ceaseless din, 
These words at the window floated in: 

“ Whether we sleep or whether we wake, 
We are His who gave His life for our sake.” 


A mourner sat by her loved one’s bier, 
The sun seemed darkened, the world was drear ; 
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But her sobs were stilled, and her cheek grew dry 
As she listened to Barbara, passing by : 

«« Whether we sleep, or whether we wake, 

We are His who gave His life for our sake.” 


A sufferer Jay on his bed of pain, 

With burning brow and throbbing brain; 

The notes of the child were heard once more, 
As she chanted low at his open door: 

«¢ Whether we sleep or whether we wake, 

We are His who gave His life for our sake.” 


Once again, as the day passed by, 
And the shades of the evening-time drew nigh, 
Like the voice of a friend or the carol of birds, 


Came back to his thoughts those wholesome words : 


«« Whether we sleep, or whether we wake, 
We are His who gave His life for our sake.” 


Alike in all hearts, as the years went on, 
The infant’s voice rose up anon, 

In the grateful words that cheered their way, 
Of the hymn little Barbara sang that day ; 

«« Whether we sleep, or whether we wake, 
We are His who gave His life for our sake.” 


Perhaps, when the labor of life is done, 

And they lay down their burdens, one by one, 
Forgetting forever these days of pain, 

They will take up together the sweet refrain : 
«« Whether we sleep, or whether we wake, 
We are His who gave His life for our sake.” 


> 


QUARTERLY MEETINGS IN SECOND 


Second mo. 


MONTH, 1875. 


From New York Pocket Almanac. 


3rd, 


7th, 


10th, 


“ 


Rhode Is and, New England Y. M. 
Purchase, New York Y. M. 
Dunning’s Creek. Baltimore Y. M. 
West Lake, Canada Y. M 
Fairfield, New England Y. M 
Alum Creek, Ohio Y. M 

Centre, Indiana Y. M 

Plainfield, Western Y. M 

Ash Grove, Western Y. M 
Kokomo, Western Y. M 
Springdale. lowa Y. M 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia Y. M, 
Smithfie.d, New England Y. M 
Vassalboro’, New England Y. M. 
Nine Partners, New York Y. M 
Abiogton, Philadelphia Y. M. 
Salem, Ohio Y. M 


, Pelham, Canada Y ™. 


Ferrisburgh, New York Y. M. 
Western, N. Carolina Y. M. 
Lost Creek, North Carolina Y. M. 
Damascus, Oh'o Y. M 

Miami, Indiana Y. M 

Walnut Ridge, Indiana Y. M. 
White Lick, Western Y. M 
Vermilion, Western Y. M. 
Salem, lowa Y. M. 

Lynn Grove, Iowa Y. M. 
Bear Creek, Iowa Y. M. 


, Concord, Philadelphia Y. M. 
, Saratoga, New York Y. M. 
, Butternuts, New York Y. M. 


Salem, Philadelphia Y. M 
Caln, Philadelphia Y M. 


, Contentnea, N. Carolina Y. M 


Friendsville, N. Carolina Y. M 
West Branch, Indiana Y. M. 
Short Creek, Ohio Y. M 
Bloomingdale, Western Y. M. 
Fairfield, Western Y. M. 
Pleasant Pidin, lowa Y. M 


“ Ack worth, Iowa Y. M 
24th, Bucks, Philadelphia Y.M 
5th, Westorn, Philadelphia Y. M. 
. Yonge Street, Canada Y. M 


Southern, N. Carolina Y. M. 
Eastern, N. Carolina Y M 
New Garden, Indiana Y. M. 
Thorntown, Western Y. M 
Bangor, lowa Y. M. 
Oskaloosa, lowa Y. M. 
Springdale, Kansas Y. M 


. Burlington, Philadelphia Y. M 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

FoREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—European advices to the 
25th inst. have been received. 

GREAT BrITAIN.—On the 21st and 22nd, very stormy 
weather prevailed throughout the British Islands. The 
telegraph lines were prostrated between London and 
Valencia, so that American messages were sent via Brest 
and the French cable ; and, notwithstanding the network 
of lines between London and Liverpool, the commu- 
nication between those cities was entirely cut off, a 
circumstance that had not occurred for years before. 


The Anti-Slavery Society has presented a memorial | 
to the Earl of Derby, Foreign Secretary, on the Cuban | 


question, in connection with a circular note recently 
addressed by the government of the United States to 
its representatives at various European courts, trans- 


mitting to them the latest communication to the Span- | 


ish government relative to the matters at issue between 
the two governments, growing out of the contest in 
that island. It reminds him of the Society’s proposal, 
last summer, that England should endeavor in conjunc- 
tion with the United States to obtain a settlement of 
the Cuban difficulty by friendly mediation, and of his 
declaration that the British government sympathized 
with the object; and commends the present critical 
aspect of the question to his attention. It says they 
have reliable information that Spain is willing to place 
Cuba in the same relation to the mother country that 
Canada occupies toward England, on condition that 
slavery be retained. 

FRANCE.—Full returns of the elections for delegates 
to choose Senators from the departments have not yet 
been published. At a meeting of the Permanent Com- 
mittee of the Assembly on the 20th, some members 


complained that the Prefects were influencing the elec- 
tions. 


elections in the new Assembly. He admitted the 
Committee’s right to summon the present Assembly if 
they saw fit. 
Prefects respecting the press, and the Left protested 
against his course. A proposed political dinner to 
Gambetta at Marseilles was prohibited by the military 
commander there, under the powers conferred by the 
state of siege. A public meeting at Aix, at which he 
was to address the electors, was also prevented by the 
authorities. 

SpaIn.—The elections for the Cortes proceeded in 
an orderly manner. The results are not yet fully re- 
ported, but it is believed that the Ministerialists have a 
considerable majority of members. Pending. the con- 
test, pastorals were issued by the Bishops of Catalonia, 
Saragossa and Burgos, advising the people to vote only 


for candidates who support “ religious unity,” that is, | 


the recognition of the Romish Church only. The 
Archbishops and Bishops also signed a petition to the 
King in favor of the same principle. These acts of the 
clergy are said to have caused a marked sensation. 
TURKEY.—An imperial firman has been issued, or- 
dering various reforms in public administration. 
High Court of Justice has been formed, to unite by a 
uniform organization the civil, police and criminal 
tribunals, for the better distribution of justice. Meas- 
ures are to be taken to establish a just proportion in 
taxation and relieve the people. Reforms are ordered 
respecting titles to real estate and the existing system of 
forced labor on the public works. 
firms the powers vested in the Patriarchs and other 
spiritual leaders, for the affairs of their respective com- 
munities and the free exercise of their religious faith. 
The admission of non-Mussulman subjects to public 
offices, according to their fitness, is confirmed. Non- 
Mussu!man subjects have been taxed for exemption 


from military service, actual service being required of 


Mohammedans; hereafter, those under 21 or over 40 


FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


He defended as legal his instructions to | 


The firman con- | 


years, and the invalid or disabled, are to be free from 
this tax. No distinction is to be made between sub- 
jeets in the ownership of lands, and the testamentary 
dispositions of non-Mussulmans in the provinces are to 
| be respected. 

Turkey is said to be making great efforts to effect a 
pacification of the insurgent provinces without aid from 
|other powers, the military commander and the new 
| Governor of Herzegovina co-operating for that pur- 
pose. The former seems to aim chiefly to occupy im- 
| portant positions, and to prevent the Montenegrins 
from assisting the insurgents; while the latter proposes 
| to call an assembly of notables at Mostar, to make a 
report of their grievances, which will be sent to the 
Sultan for consideration. It is understood that the 
British government has assented to the Austrian note 
|addressed to Turkey, on the following conditions: 
Maintenance of the integrity of the Ottoman Empire; 
recognition of the Sultan’s independence; the submis- 
sion of the proposed reforms to the Sultan as simple 
observations and friendly counsel; and pressure to be 
exercised on the insurgents and on Servia and Monte- 
negro as soon as the Sultan shows readiness to adopt 
the reforms. 

Concress—The Senate, on the 24th, after consider- 
able debate, passed a resolution directing the Finance 


| 
| 
| 


| Committee to investigate the books and accounts of the 


Treasury Department, in reference to alleged discrep. 
ancies and alterations, especially in the annual state- 
ments of expenditures, revenue and public debt, and if 
such be found to exist, report their nature, extent and 
cause. A resolution offered some time since by Mor- 
ton of Indiana, for an inquiry into the circumstances of 
the late election in Mississippi, was discussed by him 
on the 19th and 2oth, and laid over. A bill to provide 


ae ; . for a commission to examine the subject of the traffic 
Minister Buffet refused to discuss the subject, | ; 


in anticipation of the debate on the verification of the | was introduced for the establishment of a postal tele- 


in alcoholic liquors, was passed on the 2sth. A bill 


graph system. 

In the House, the Judiciary Committee reported a 
proposed amendment of the Constitution, that no per- 
son who has held or may hereafter hold the office of 
President shall ever again be eligible to that office. A 
number of bills were introduced, including several 
financial propositions, and one proposing the construc- 
tion of a government railroad connecting the Mississippi 
Valley with the Atlantic. A resolution was adopted 
| directing the Secretary of the Treasury to report the 

amount of specie in the Treasury, and the bonds sold 
to purchase it; and others for inquiry into alleged 
frauds or abuses. A bill appropriating $1,500,000 in 
aid of the Centennial Exhibition was discussed at much 
| length on several days, and finally passed on the 25th, 
yeas 146, nays 130. 

The President has communicated to the House, in 

| response to a call for information, correspondence re- 

lative to the Cuban question and our relations with Spain 
\thereon. A dispatch of 11th month sth, 1875, to the 
| American Minister at Madrid, sets forth the confisca- 
| tion of the property of Americans in Cuba; the punish- 
ment of some by military tribunals or without trial; 
| the misery inflicted upon Cuba by the contest which 
) has for seven years been going on between the insur- 


| gents and the Spanish government; and the manner in 
| which the conflict affects our own country. The U. 5. 
| government in 1869 offered its mediation to bring the 
| war toaclose. The offer was then declined, but with 
| an intimation that a time might come for accepting it. 
The President now thinks that the time is at hand 
j when it may be the duty of other governments to 1n- 
tervene, solely tor the purpose of ending the war in 
Cuba; and the Minister is directed so to inform the 
Spanish government. Copies of this note were for- 
| warded to the American Ministers at other European 
courts, to be read to the proper members of the respec 
tive governments. 





